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Gregory P. Kurtz 

Mayor 
City of Independence, Ohio  

(216) 524-4131                                                                   

                                           

 
 

MAYOR KURTZ’S UPDATE FOR AUGUST 9, 2021  
 

The headline on Cleveland.com said it all:  Independence Home Days knocks it out of the park 

at new venue.  On Friday and Saturday, almost everyone I talked with said they enjoyed the extra 

space, new events, and non-stop music.  The parking shuttles were a hit, as were the Kiwanis Wine and 

Beer Garden, food trucks, foam party, car show, mini-regatta, raffles, corn hole tournament, Home Run  

Derby, and so much more. 
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Even a heavy rainstorm on Saturday night didn’t drive visitors home.  Once the rain stopped, a rainbow 

appeared, and Home Days continued with music, rides, and a spectacular fireworks show.  
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I also want to thank all the City employees who made Home Days 2021 a tremendous 

success.   The Home Days Team began working on the celebration months ago.  They left nothing to 

chance. Because of their teamwork, planning, creativity, and attention to detail, there were limited 

hiccups.  Despite the heat and humidity and Saturday night’s downpour, the crews and the visitors just 

rolled with it – everyone was polite, cordial and upbeat.   THANK YOU!     

 

I will be sending out an online survey to residents and participants to find out what they 

would like to see next year.  The survey will be available on the website, in my next Weekly Update, and 

in print at the Civic Center starting Friday, August 13.  

 

 

Dancing in the Streets T-Shirt 

The City has a limited supply of Home Days “Dancing in the Streets” T-shirts 
for sale for $5.  There are men’s and women’s sizes.   

T-shirts are available for purchase at City Hall.  To order a shirt, call 
City Hall at 216-524-4131 and ask for Gayle Rudary.  

 

 

Temporary Closure of the Indoor Pool 

The Recreation Department will begin routine repairs and maintenance 
work on the indoor pool this week.   

The indoor pool will be closed starting Thursday, August 12, for 
approximately three weeks.  The pool will be repainted and is 
scheduled to reopen on or around September 2.      

The outdoor pool will remain open Mondays-Fridays, 6 AM to Noon, and 
Saturdays from 11 AM to Noon. 

 

 

Don’t You Think It’s Too Hot to Cook? 

 

Here’s a tasty and convenient option to start next weekend off right.   

The Independence Historical Society is hosting the final food truck of 

the summer season on Friday, August 13.  

 

The Off the Griddle food truck will be at Historic Hall this Friday, August 13, from 4:30 – 7 PM, 

serving a variety of tacos, flatbreads, and salads from their menu. 
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Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Update for August 5, 2021 here. 

 

 

 

City Council Meeting  

 

Please pre-register for the virtual City Council Meeting on the City’s website.   Scroll down to City 

Events and click the Tuesday, August 10 button.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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